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March 10, 2021 

Dear NC4 Family, 

First, thank you for your prayers and understanding as we continue to walk out this most 
unusual and challenging season together. It is because we take seriously the Word of God in 
Hebrews 10:25, ESV: "not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near" that, since the beginning of the 
pandemic, we have attempted to do what is necessary to hold in-person services, as often as 
we could, in a safe and responsible manner.  

We recognize that there has been much focus on physical health in an attempt to maintain 
spiritual health, and for some that has been at the expense of emotional health. We fully 
acknowledge that not everyone has been comfortable with how we have done things, and often 
from opposite positions. But we are so thankful that we have such a breadth of diversity in our 
congregation because that makes us a more authentic family of God.   

This weekend, March 13, marks one year since the lockdown began. Through the hard work of 
our staff and some very dedicated volunteers, and the wonders of technology, we have been 
able to hold online services, prayer meetings, pastoral chats, worship evenings, youth, and kids’ 
meetings, and connect groups. However useful, online is no substitute for being together. For 
that reason, since June 2020, just 3 months after lockdown, we have held in-person services at 
both campuses on every Sunday but a few. Yes, we’ve had to endure masks and social 
distancing and other protocols intended to keep us safe, but we always kept in mind the most 
vulnerable among us who more often are the ones who most need the in-person fellowship that 
Sunday service offers. So, for them, we consider the following of protocols an act of love and a 
minor inconvenience.    

So here we are 1 year later. We see declining rates of infection, increasing numbers 
of vaccinations, and warmer weather, all pointing to a hopeful future that is allowing us to take 
the next steps on the path toward a return to more normal services. Yes, we do see the light at 
the end of this COVID tunnel, but we’re not quite there yet. Therefore, we are approaching this 
in a balanced, responsible way to still protect those with underlying risks and concerns, 
while giving everyone a much-welcomed return to more typical services. 

We are taking the following steps, effective 3/14/21: 

• Eliminating Registration for Sunday Services 
• Restarting Pre-Service Prayer at 9:30AM - in the Conference Room in Bethlehem and 

in the Fellowship Hall in Macungie.  
• Permitting the removal of masks while sitting and not singing. 
• “No Distancing” Seating Area - section(s) with no distancing for those who have 

reason to not be concerned (e.g., vaccinated, etc.) 
o Note that everyone ages 10+, regardless of where seated, will still be asked to 

wear a mask while moving or singing. The “no distancing” section will eliminate 
the capacity constraints, which have dictated the need for registration, especially 
at our Macungie Campus.   

o Family (Kid friendly) seating areas will remain. 
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Effective 3/14/21 (cont’d): 

• After-Service Prayer - elders, pastors and prayer team members will be available to 
pray on the floor, up near the stage after service.  

• Greetings - We’re not saying you still can’t give a hug, but please first ask permission 
and respect the concerns of others.   

 
More Coming - Easter Sunday April 4th 

• Return of Every Week Sunday School 
• Restart of After-service Hosting for Guests   

 
We understand that these steps will not make everybody happy, some will think we did not go 
far enough, and others will think we went too far too soon. We are asking for understanding 
and respect for others who may have different opinions and concerns. These decisions have 
come after much prayer, work, and discussion. We are confident that this environment can be 
safe and have taken great measures to ensure excellent air quality and circulation. Be 
assured that we will continue to closely monitor the situation and adjust accordingly. Our goal 
is the fastest, safe path back for everyone to assemble.    
 
We look forward, at long last, to seeing everyone again soon!   

 
In Christ, 
 
The Elders of NC4 

  


